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6 SHIFTS
● Shift 1: From non-systematic, incidental instruction in phonics to 

systematic, explicit phonics instruction
● Shift 2: From use  of leveled text (K-2) to use of decodable texts (K-2)
● Shift 3: From leveled reading groups to differentiated instruction based on 

need
● Shift 4: From incidental instruction and practice in fluency to explicit 

instruction and practice in fluency
● Shift 5: From assessing  reading with running records to assessing 

reading with universal screening, secondary diagnostics, and additional 
formative assessments

● Shift 6: From implementing  a skill-based reading curriculum to 
implementing a content-rich reading curriculum that builds background 
knowledge and vocabulary





How do we assess 
students in reading now 
and why is it changing?



Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System (BAS)

Using the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Systems to 

determine student’s independent and instructional reading 

levels, teachers are able to observe student reading 

behaviors one-on-one, engage in comprehension 

conversations that go beyond retelling, and make informed 

decisions that connect assessment to instruction.



Sold A Story: Episode 5

“Burns: K, so we found that the Fountas 
and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment 
System had about 54% diagnostic 
accuracy. It identified children as good 
readers and struggling readers about as 
accurately as if you were to flip a coin.” 













Tim Shanahan on Readability vs. Learnability vs. Suitability
https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/which-text-levels-should-we-teach-with

Lexiles is a readability measure. Readability measures are mathematical formulas that transform 
the structural properties of texts into predictions of how well readers will comprehend those 
texts.
I think a lot of teachers misunderstand this. They think that readability estimates and Fountas & 
Pinnell levels, etc. tell about “learnability.” They think if they match students to the right books, 
then the students will make optimum learning progress (and placing them in easier or harder 
books will interfere with this progress).However, it’s kind of the opposite. Readability estimates 
predict comprehension, not learning. Lexile scales and book leveling systems provide gradients 
from easier to harder in terms of how well the texts are likely to be understood. But if students 
can already read texts with 75-90% comprehension without teacher assistance, then “teaching” 
kids to read from those books should be a non-starter. Instead of stretching students to handle 
harder texts (the Common Core column), they are focusing on having kids practice with levels of 
demand they have already conquered.  
Another important confusion is between readability and suitability. To sort this one out it may be 
useful to think of texts as having two levels of complexity. One focuses on the linguistic demands 
of the presentation (the one measured by Lexiles and other readability measures), and the other 
on the appropriateness of the content and of its depth for the students.

https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/which-text-levels-should-we-teach-with


What are the 
screeners used in 

D3?



Acadience
● Reading & Math 

mandated grades 
K-2

● Can be used to 
progress monitor 
interventions K-8



NWEA Map Growth
● Reading & Math mandated (or iReady grades 3-8)
● Only used for purpose of assessment



iReady
● Reading & Math mandated (or Map Growth grades 3-8)
● Used for assessment and can be used instructionally



If not levels, what?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qP6qpSrr3cg


How does this shift the 
conversation between 

school & home?



Acadience
❖ What is each 

measure telling 
us?

❖ What skills do 
our children 
need to learn?



Reading Composite Benchmarks



Reading 
Composite 
Benchmarks



Possible Questions a Parent 
Could Ask a Teacher….
If my child is performing above 
benchmark based on one of the school 
based screeners, I could ask…
● How are you enhancing their 

knowledge base?
● How are you extending learning 

opportunities?

If my child is performing at  benchmark 
based on one of the school based 
screeners, I could ask…
● How are you challenging them?
● How are you monitoring progress 

to make sure they stay on level?

If my child is performing below/well 
below  benchmark based on one of the 
school based screeners, I could ask…
● How are you making the core 

instruction accessible to my child?
● What additional resources or 

programs are you using to support 
my child’s learning?



What might this mean for changing the 
conversation around reading progress?

● Change the conversation to skills need to 
make progress

● Change the conversation to level of 
independence in which child approaches 
complex texts

● Change the conversation to what is the 
child’s strengths in content knowledge 
for the purposes of reading, what are are 
the areas they might need more 
development in?

https://achievethecore.org/peersandpedagogy/supporting-all-learners-with-complex-texts/


Discussion Questions: 
● How does this feel different when 

thinking about your previous 
conversations with your school about 
reading?

● How does this feel different when you 
think about your child’s reading abilities?


